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Background 
to  Berlin 

Why  Adenauer  is  Brilain’s 
enemy. 


THE  events  in  Berlin  on  June  17  and 
18  have  resulted  in  a  widespread  dis¬ 
cussion  in  the  British  Labour  Movement. 

The  importance  of  this  discussion  can 
hardly  be  overestimated,  for  it  is  related 
to  the  future  of  Germany  and  that  in 


turn  is  related  to  the  basic  questions  of 
European  peace. 

It  is  impossible  to  consider  these  events 
without  understanding  the  general  back¬ 
ground  of  imperialist  policy  in  relation 
to  Germany. 


What  is  the  Policy  of  the  Imperialists  in  relation  to 
Germany  ? 


IT  is  to  rebuild  capitalism  in  Germany 
and  to  bring  Germany  into  an  American 
war  alliance  directed  against  the  Soviet 
Union. 

Since  1950  American  imperialism  has 
aimed  to  bring  about  the  rearmament  of 
Western  Germany  and  to  make  the  re¬ 
armed  Germany  part  of  the  so-called  Eur¬ 
opean  Defence  Community.  The  West 
German  Government  and  the  Americans 
favour  the  proposition  that  Western 
Germany  shall  be  admitted  to  the  Amer¬ 
ican  war  alliance — the  North  Atlantic 
Treaty  Organisation — on  the  same  terms 
as  Britain  and  France. 

They  have  opposed  the  peaceful  unity 
of  Germany.  Dr.  Adenauer,  the  West 
German  Chancellor,  has  repeatedly  de¬ 
clared  that  the  rearmament  of  West 
Germany  must  go  on  and  that  that  re¬ 


armament  will,  in  conjunction  with  the 
rearmament  of  America  and  its  other 
allies,  bring  about  the  unity  of  Germany. 

In  short,  Adenauer  and  the  Americans 
envisaged  the  rebuilding  of  German 
militarism  in  the  West,  and  a  war  against 
the  Soviet  Union.  In  the  course  of  this 
war  East  Germany,  parts  of  Poland  and 
Czechoslovakia  would  be  conquered  and 
become  part  of  an  aggressive  imperialist 
Greater  Germany. 

If  Germany  were  united  peacefully 
Dr.  Adenauer,  who  leads  the  Christian 
Democrats,  a  Catholic  party,  would 
be  no  longer  Chancellor.  It  is  Catholic 
predominance  in  West  Germany  which 
gives  him  his  majority.  In  a  united 
Germany  there  would  no  longer  be 
Catholic  predominance  and  therefore 
no  Catholic  Government  or  Chancellor. 


How  did  the  U.S.  help  to  rebuild  Capitalism  in  Germany  ? 


THE  report  of  the  Economic  Comm¬ 
ission  for  Europe,  issued  in  Geneva 
early  this  year  says  :  “  The  country 

(West  Germany)  has  so  far  been  greatly 
helped  by  foreign  economic  aid  and  by 
exceptional  foreign  exchange  receipts 
on  military  account.” 

This  in  effect  means  two  things — 
West  Germany  received  and  retained 


more  Marshall  “  aid  ”  than  any  other 
country. 

Nominally  the  amount  of  Marshall  aid 
received  was  third  coming  after  France 
and  Britain. 

In  fact,  however,  Britain  had  to  pass 
on  to  the  Dominions  a  lot  of  the  “  aid  ” 
which  it  received. 

A  great  deal  of  France’s  “  aid  ”  was 


dissipated  in  Indo-China. 

So  West  Germany  received  and  re¬ 
tained  more  Marshall  aid  than  any  other 
country. 

The  West  Germans  pay  “  occupation 
costs  ”  for  the,  upkeep  of  the  armies  of 
occupation.  These  costs  however  do 
not  cover  all  the  expenditure  on  the  oc¬ 
cupying  forces  in  West  Germany.  The 
Americans  spend  considerably  more  on 
their  army  and  on  the  various  installa¬ 
tions  connected  with  it  than  they  receive. 
The  British  and  French  spend  some  more 

All  this  adds  up  to  the  fact  that  West 
Germany  receives  more  dollar  subsidies 
than  any  other  country  in  Europe.  Its 
dependence  on  dollar  subsidies  is  there¬ 
fore  extreme. 

These  dollar  subsidies,  plus  the 
intensified  exploitation  of  the  working 
class  have  enabled  capitalism  in  West 
Germany  to  make  a  certain  recovery. 

Firstly,  the  Adenauer  government  has 
made  considerable  tax  changes  to  the 
disadvantage  of  the  workers  and  the 
farmers. 

Income  Tax  in  West  Germany,  as  in 
Britain,  is  based  on  the  principle  the 
higher  the  income  the  higher  the  rate 
of  tax  imposed.  Adenauer’s  govern¬ 
ment  has  cut  the  rate  of  tax  on  higher 
incomes,  on  the  ground  that  this  will  give 
the  capitalists  a  greater  incentive  to  orga¬ 
nise  their  industries  and  to  invest  in 
them. 

Larger  depreciation  allowances  were 
given  firms  replacing  factories  and  shops 
destroyed  by  the  war. 

The  export  earnings  of  business  firms 

were  not  taxed. 

If  a  capitalist  lent  money  to  a  building 
society,  the  income  derived  from  it 
was  tax  free. 

A  proportion  of  the  profits  which  small 
business  men  “  ploughed  back  ”  into 


their  businesses  were  exempt  from  tax¬ 
ation. 

The  result  is  described  by  the  Eco¬ 
nomic  Commission  for  Europe. 

“To  compensate  for  the  revenue  lost 
by  all  these  concessions,  the  share  of 
indirect  taxes  in  public  revenues  had  to 
be  increased.  The  net  result  has  un¬ 
doubtedly  been  to  make  the  tax  system 
regressive  as  compared  both  with  earlier 
periods  and  with  tax  systems  ruling  in 
most  Western  countries.” 

In  non-economist  language  “  re¬ 
gressive  ”  means  a  system  of  taxation 
which  favours  the  higher  incomes  at 
the  expense  of  the  lower. 

The  general  policy  of  the  Adenauer 
regime  is  described  by  the  E.C.E.  as 
follows  : 

“  The  policy  of  high  investment  and 
export  expansion  meant  that  consump¬ 
tion  had  to  be  kept  down.  .  .  .the  method 
adopted  was  to  keep  wages  and  salaries 
low  and  in  order  to  make  that  possible 
to  limit  farmers’  earnings  also.  The 
corollary  of  this  policy  was  high 
profits.” 

The  E.C.E.  explains  the  great  rise  in 
profits  as  compared  with  wages  as 
follows  :  “  The  large  number  of  un¬ 

employed  weakened  the  position  of  trade 
unions  to  such  an  extent  that  the  policy 
of  low  wages  could  be  carried 
through  without  great  resistance. 

“  Although  this  policy  of  low  real 
wages  proved  effective  in  bringing 
about  a  considerable  amount  of  invest¬ 
ment,  it  had  other,  less  favourable 
aspects. 

It  permitted  for  a  small  class,  a 
degree  of  luxury  consumption  unheard 
of  in  most  other  European  countries 
and  contrasting  sharply  with  the  low 
living  standards  of  the  wage  earners, 
the  unemployed  and  refugees.” 


What  is  the  attitude  of  the  West  German  Capitalists 
behind  Adenauer  to  the  unity  of  Germany  ? 


FIRSTLY,  they  do  not  want  a  German 
unity  accompanied  by  a  Peace  Treaty, 
which  w'ould  mean  a  change  in  the  re¬ 
lation  of  political  forces  and  the  defeat 
of  Adenauer  by  a  more  progressive 
government. 

Secondly,  they  want  to  hang  on  to 
their  American  subsidies. 

Thirdly,  they  want  in  the  event  of  unity 
to  retain  American  support  and  win  back 


their  former  position  in  Europe. 

If  they  cannot  get  unity  on  these  terms 
they  prefer  to  build  up  an  Imperialist 
West  Germany. 

This  is  exactly  the  same  position  as 
their  American  overlords,  who  see  unity 
brought  about  by  rearming  Western 
Germany  for  war,  and  not  by ‘peaceful 
means. 


What  brought  about  difficulties  and  grievances  in  the 
German  Democratic  Republic  ? 

IT  should  be  noted  that  in  the  German  prises  in  State  or  co-operative  hands. 
Democratic  Republic  77  per  cent  of  the  There  is  no  question  therefore  of 

output  of  industry  is  produced  by  enter-  economic  policies  being  pursued  in  the 
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interest  of  the  capitalists  and  at  the 
expense  of  the  workers. 

The  policies  which  were  being 
pursued  were  conceived  in  the  interests 
of  the  German  people.  They  came  as 
Premier  Grotewohl  said  “from  the  honest 
intention  of  accelerating...  a  rise  in  the 
people’s  living  standards.” 

From  1945  to  1951  there  was  a  steady 
improvement  in  the  people’s  conditions. 
As  Grotewohl  explained  on  June  16  (the 
day  before  the  Berlin  events)  “  there  had 
been  twelve  price  reductions  in  the  State- 
owned  stores  ;  production  had  increased 
and  the  pre-war  yield  in  agriculture  had 
been  surpassed.” 

It  was  assumed  that  a  point  had  been 
reached  “  at  which  we  could  begin  to 
accelerate  the  laying  of  the  foundations 
for  the  construction  of  Socialism.” 

The  major  mistake  that  was  made  was 
to  accelerate  the  development  of  heavy 
industry.  “  This  was  done  in  the  belief 
that  it  would  result  in  the  development  of 


consumer  goods  and  foreign  trade.” 
This  was  a  mistake. 

There  were  bad  weather  conditions 
resulting  in  a  shortage  of  food.  Attempts 
had  been  made  to  get  increased  deliveries 
from  the  peasants  by  administrative 
measures. 

“  The  result  was  a  decrease  in  the 
amount  of  consumer  goods  available, 
a  flight  of  peasants  to  the  West  and  a 
justified  increase  of  discontent  among 
the  workers.” 

In  these  circumstances  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  G.D.R.  changed  its  policy. 
The  drive  to  develop  heavy  industry  was 
slackened,  concessions  were  made  to  the 
peasants  and  the  small  traders,  measures 
were  taken  to  increase  the  supply  of  con¬ 
sumer  goods  to  the  workers  and  freer 
movement  between  East  and  West 
Germany  was  encouraged. 

It  was  expected  that  those  measures 
“  would  facilitate  the  rapprochement 
between  the  two  parts  of  Germany. 


What  was  the  effect  of  those  measures  on  the  capitalist 
group  behind  Adenauer  and  on  the  Americans  ? 


THEY  were  a  violent  refutation  of  one 
of  the  main  propaganda  points  of 
Adenauer  and  the  Americans  who  were 
contending  that  the  Democratic  German 
Republic  and  the  Soviet  Union  were 


bent  on  keeping  Germany  disunited. 

The  changes  announced  by  the  Ger¬ 
man  Democratic  Government  and  the 
Soviet  Union  cut  the  ground  from  under 
the  feet  of  this  argument. 


How  did  the  British  Imperialist  Press  estimate  the  change 
in  the  policy  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  ? 


THE  Times  correspondent  in  West 
Berlin  said  :  “  The  decisions  are  held  to 
represent  a  Soviet  inspired  attempt  to 
prepare  the  way  psychologically  for  a 
Four-Power  conference  to  embarrass 
Dr.  Adenauer  in  the  coming  Federal 
(West  German)  election.” 

The  Observer  said  that  “  in  reversing 
its  policy  Russia  is  staking  everything  on 
the  re-uniting  of  East  and  West 
Germany.” 

Adenauer’s  first  reaction  after  the  an¬ 
nouncement  of  the  changes  was  to  declare 
that  a  Four-Power  conference  was  sense¬ 
less.  It  soon  became  clear  that  this  was 
not  enough.  Not  only  the  Communists 
in  West  Germany  but  the  strongest 
opposition  party  (the  Social  Democrats) 
was  in  favour  of  such  a  conference. 

So  a  tactic  was  decided  on  which  had 
for  its  object  the  creation  of  disturbances 
during  the  period  when  the  new  policy 
was  coming  into  operation.  The  radio 
in  Western  Germany  intensified  its  pro¬ 
vocations  and  with  the  freeing  of  move¬ 
ment  between  the  two  areas  agents  could 
pass  more  freely  into  Eastern  Germany. 

The  opportunity  arose  when  the 
building  workers  in  East  Berlin  began  to 


get  restive  about  a  work  norm  (a  norm 
specifies  a  minimum  amount  of  work  to 
be  done)  which  was  still  in  operation. 
Everything  possible  was  done  to  incite  the 
workers  to  strike  and  demonstrate  andWest 
Berliners  sent  by  the  Americans  joined 
the  demonstration  to  shout  anti-Govem- 
ment  slogans. 

Everything  was  done  by  these  pro¬ 
vocateurs  to  turn  the  demonstration  into 
a  large  scale  riot..  Under  their  in¬ 
fluence  the  more  thoughtless  East 
Berliners  joined  in  the  attacks  on  Govern¬ 
ment  buildings,  shops  and  on  the  People’s 
Police.  What  started  out  as  a  strike 
degenerated  into  substantial  rioting, 
looting  and  arson,  participated  in  by  West 
Berliners  and  people  who  were  not  affec¬ 
ted  by  the  dispute  about  norms  at  all. 

Those  Labour  Leaders  who  have 
protested  have  had  the  audacity  to  present 
the  issue  as  ifastrikehad  been  suppressed. 
They  omit  to  say  that  it  was  looting, 
murder  and  arson  which  was  suppressed. 
Those  crimes  were  in  the  main  perpe¬ 
trated  by  people  who  were  not  genuinely 
on  stike  at  all. 

Amongst  those  caught  red-handed  in 
the  perpetration  of  these  crimes  was 


Willi  Goetling,  an  unemployed  painter 
from  West  Berlin.  Frau  Erna  Dome 
serving  as  a  political  prisoner  whom  the 
mob  released  from  prison  in  Halle  and 
Werner  Kalkowsky,  sent  into  East  Berlin 
from  West  Berlin  as  part  of  an  American 
organised  band  of  saboteurs. 

Two  things  should  be  noted  about  the 


events. 

The  first  is  that  the  overwhelming 
majority  of  the  workers  remained  at  work 
and  did  not  participate  in  the  demonstra¬ 
tions.  The  other  is  that  no  one  raised  a 
cheer  for  Adenauer  and  his  government, 
not  even  the  hirelings  from  the  West. 


What  has  happened  an  the  German  Democratic  Republic 
since  the  end  of  this  two-day  outburst  ? 


THE  majority  of  factories  which  re¬ 
mained  at  work  have  re-affirmed  their 
solidarity  with  the  Government  of  the 
G.D.R.  as  a  matter  of  course.  In  the 
other  factories,  where  the  workers  struck, 
many  have  realised  their  mistake,  have 
declared  their  solidarity  with  the  Govern¬ 
ment  and  are  working  wholeheartedly. 

The  Goverment  of  the  German  Demo¬ 
cratic  Republic  is  continuing  its  course. 
It  is  going  ahead  creating  the  conditions 


for  the  rapprochement  of  the  two  parts 
of  Germany  and  for  the  creation  of  con¬ 
ditions  for  free  elections  in  all  Germany. 

It  has  since  the  riots  (1)  reduced  the 
work  norms  (2)  reduced  fares  (3)  in¬ 
creased  old  age  and  widows  pensions  (4) 
increased  disability  pensions  (5)  increased 
the  sums  devoted  to  house  repairs  (6) 
increased  housebuilding  and  (7)  improved 
welfare  facilities  in  industry. 


What  does  Adenauer  now  propose  ? 

HE  has  sent  a  demand  to  the  U.S.A., 

Britain  and  France  asking  them  to 
demand  from  the  Soviet  Union  a  settle¬ 
ment  along  the  following  lines 

Free  and  democratic  elections  through¬ 
out  the  whole  of  Germany. 

The  formation  of  an  all-German 
government. 

The  conclusion  of  a  peace  treaty  be¬ 
tween  that  government  and  the  allies  of 
the  last  war. 

The  settlement  of  all  territorial  questions 
in  the  Peace  Treaty. 

Freedom  for  this  all-German  govern¬ 
ment  to  enter  into  any  relations  with 
other  nations  which  are  consonant  with  the 
United  Nations  Charter. 

The  two  latter  demands  are  American 
inspired  and  can  never  be  part  of  an  agree¬ 
ment  on  Germany. 

The  Soviet  Union  cannot  permit  a 
united  Germany  to  be  part  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  war  alliance — the  N.A.T.O. — 
directed  against  the  Soviet  Union. 

Germany  must  remain  neutral,  or  it  will 
never  be  united.  The  Soviet  Union 


cannot  be  expected  to  free  manpower  and 
industry  which  the  reactionaries  intend 
to  use  against  it  in  war. 

Nor  will  it  be  prepared  to  give  up 
territory  now  in  possession  of  Poland  and 
Czechoslavakia. 

Note  that  Dr.  Adenauer  is  not  asking 
that  their  shall  be  an  immediate  Four- 
Power  conference  to  discuss  these  things. 
He  is  suggesting  them  as  a  programme 
which  should  be  imposed  on  the  Soviet 
Union  by  force. 

The  Americans  are  using  the  East 
Berlin  events  to  prove  that  there  is  a 
serious  widespread  revolt  against  Com¬ 
munism  in  Eastern  Europe.  A  Four- 
Power  conference  they  argue  is  un¬ 
necessary.  Communism  is  beginning 
to  fall  apart  and  all  that  is  necessary  is 
to  await  the  opportunity  when  the  West 
can  intervene.  The  path  of  intensified 
war  preparations  as  against  the  path  of 
negotiations  is  the  that  of  the  U.S.A.  fol¬ 
lowing  the  Berlin  events.  The  Berlin 
events  were  indeed  organised  by  the 
U.S.A.  to  enable  it  to  take  that  path. 


What  should  be  the  policy  of  the  British  people  ? 


THE  British  people  should  recognise 
that  the  forces  hostile  to  their  welfare  are 
the  United  States  and  the  Adenauer 
Government,  bent  on  uniting  Germany 
on  an  imperialist  basis  by  the  method  of 
war. 

The  British  workers  should  recognise 
that  the  danger  to  their  standard  of  life 
comes  not  from  East  Germany  but  from 
the  low  wages  of  the  workers  of  West 
Germany — low  wages  brought  about  by 
the  policy  of  Adenauer  and  his  American 
masters. 


The  British  people  should  continue  to 
press  for  a  negotiated  settlement  of  the 
German  question,  through  the  medium 
of  a  Four-Power  conference. 

The  British  people  should  draw  a 
distinction  between  the  unity  of  Germany 
and  all-German  elections  and  the  re¬ 
vival  of  German  militarism. 

The  unity  of  Germany  cannot  mean 
freedom  for  the  Germans  to  build  up 
German  militarism  to  any  level  they 
please.  The  limits  of  the  armed  forces 
must  be  prescribed  by  the  Peace  Treaty. 
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